
The past  year ,  2021,  has  proved just  as  chal lenging as  2020,  i f  not  more so

as  the COVID-19 pandemic has  cont inued to  tes t  our  pat ience and mett le .  I

am proud to  report ,  however ,  that  Thomaston Publ ic  Library 's  s taff  has

r isen to  every chal lenge and cont inued to  provide services  to  the

community in  the safest  ways possible .  

40 Days of  Summer had another  very successful  year  in  2021,  and we were

thr i l led to  re turn to  a  few in-person act ivi t ies  as  we welcomed back

presenters  such as  author  Kat ie  Coppens,  Sparks '  Ark wildl i fe  experts ,

Chewonki  Foundat ion,  and local  science and rocket  enthusiast  Ted Mahler .

These events  were the highl ight  of  the summer,  but  more important ly ,  we

handed out  an incredible  total  of  2 ,468 meals ,  a long with 1,073 take-home

projects  of  craf ts ,  sc ience experiments ,  and games.  That ' s  an average of  25

kids  served two meals  and an act ivi ty  each day for  ten weeks -  two

addi t ional  weeks than in  2020!  We are  hard at  work preparing for  our

ninth annual  40 Days of  Summer in  2022 and are  hoping to  f inal ly  re turn

to most ly  in-person act ivi t ies .  

We are  a lso del ighted to  cont inue offer ing many act ivi t ies  that  famil ies

can do at  home throughout  the school  year ,  including a  different  take-and-

make project  each week,  with thanks to  a  grant  f rom The Anonimo

Foundat ion;  Nature  Explorer  Backpacks from Maine Audubon;  and our

Astronomy Discovery ki t  and te lescope from Cornerstones of  Science!

The Library is  addressing food insecuri ty  in  the community in  a  new way,

with the launch of  our  "Help Yourself  Shelf ."  Non-perishable ,  in-date

food,  personal  care ,  and pet  care  i tems are  avai lable  in  our  Free Room just

off  the e levator  on the main f loor  -  no quest ions asked,  and no

qual i f icat ions,  s ign-ins ,  or  appointments  needed.  Take what  you need,  give

if  you can!
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We also par t ic ipated in  the f i rs t  year  of  the Coastal  Maine Botanical

Gardens Library Pass  Program, which gave many of  our  patrons a  chance

to vis i t  the  new Giant  Trol ls  exhibi t !

Overal l ,  despi te  the chal lenges of  the year ,  Thomaston Publ ic  Library

cont inues to  thr ive.  We are  grateful  to  be a  par t  of  this  wonderful

community.

With thanks,  

Carol ine Ward-Nesbi t

Head Librar ian

For adul t  programming,  we launched a  new book club this  summer that  was

intended to  be a  l imited ser ies  meet ing outdoors  in  the warmer months to

discuss  l ight-heatred books.  We were having far  too much fun to  s top,

though,  and moved indoors  when i t  got  cold and are  cont inuing to  meet .

This  "Pop-Up" book club is  the Library 's  fourth,  and our  Intergenerat ional ,

Let ' s  Talk About  I t ,  and Mystery book groups are  a l l  going s t rong with

regular  and enthusiast ic  a t tendance.  Our twice-weekly Senior  Exercise

Class  is  a lso wel l -a t tended,  and both programs are  avai lable  vir tual ly  or

in-person as  the Library s t r ives  towards accessibi l i ty  for  a l l .

Our  patron and papercraf t  enthusiast  Carol  Davis  is  s tar t ing a  monthly,  a l l -

ages  or igami club here  a t  the Library soon,  and we are  exci ted to  see

everyone 's  paper  creat ions!

Did you know that  for every $1 the town invests  in Thomaston Public

Library,  the community gets  $7 back in value? 

The Library offers  not  only print  books,  audiobooks,  ebooks,  DVDs,

and museum passes  to borrow, but also a wide variety of  community

programs,  meeting room space,  public  access  computers,  tech

assistance,  research help,  and so much more!

In September ,  we hosted the f i rs t  Town Meet  & Greet ,  which combined our

annual  fa l l  Fr iends of  TPL fundraiser ,  Chi l i  & Chowder,  Books & Bakes,

with an opportuni ty  for  the community to  meet  and chat  with the town

manager ,  select  board,  and local  organizat ions and businesses  in  a  casual

format .  I t  was a  wonderful  day,  despi te  being very humid,  and though

former Head Librar ian and current  Select  Board Chair  Diane Giese made

twice as  much chi l i  and chowder  as  the previous year ,  we s t i l l  sold out  of

food within an hour!


