
I t  has  been a  whir lwind of  a  year!  Thomaston Publ ic  Library has  been
working i ts  way back to  "normal"  and we are  del ighted to  share  some of
the amazing things we have been up to  in  2022,  and a  few of  our  plans for
2023.  

The 40 Days of  Summer program, f inal ly  back to  pr imari ly  in-person
programming,  was a  fantast ic  success  in  2022.  Toby Mergendahl ,  now in
his  e ighth year  with 40 Days,  led a  great  team with Gaige Wass and Aly
Trainor .  Over  ten weeks they did science experiments ,  made splat ter
paint ings,  bui l t  p i ra te  ships ,  ran obstacle  courses ,  t ie-dyed t -shir ts ,
launched bot t le  rockets  with Ted Mahler ,  and welcomed presenters  such as
Sparks '  Ark,  Pope Memorial  Humane Society,  Knox Museum, Chewonki
Foundat ion,  Mr.  Drew and His  Animals ,  Too,  and ecomaine.  We are  proud
to have cont inued to  reduce food insecuri ty  in  our  community by serving
1,554 meals  over  the summer to  over  100 kids  f rom more than 60 famil ies .
We are  looking forward to  our  10th summer  in  2023!  

The l ibrary was also thr i l led to  once again be a  recipient  of  a  grant  f rom
the Anonimo Foundat ion which al lows us  to  provide weekly take-home
projects  and craf ts  for  kids .  Some of  our  recent  projects  have included
piggy banks,  pipe-cleaner  f inger  puppets ,  and egg-car ton snowmen.

For  adul t  programming,  our  four  book clubs are  s t i l l  going s t rong,
including our  monthly Mystery,  Intergenerat ional ,  and Pop-Up Book
Clubs,  and our  bi-monthly Let ' s  Talk About  I t  book group.  Our Senior
Exercise  Class  led by Sandy Bodamer cont inues to  be very wel l  a t tended,
and we are  happy to  announce that  i t  wi l l  soon be co-sponsored by the
Thomaston Recreat ion Department ,  which wil l  help us  benefi t  even more
people  with gent le  s t rength t ra ining and balance exercises  for  folks  of  a l l
f i tness  levels!  
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Communi-Tea is  once again a  wonderful  opportuni ty  to  social ize  with
neighbors  and enjoy some scrumptious sweets  and savories  and of  course
del ic ious tea  on the third Fr iday of  every month.  

We have s tar ted two new biweekly programs that  we are  very exci ted about
-  the TPL Poets '  Corner ,  a  f r iendly gather ing of  creat ives  of  a l l  experience
levels  to  share  or iginal  poetry,  and the Craf ters '  Club,  which welcomes
anyone and al l  craf ts ,  including kni t t ing,  crochet ing,  cross  s t i tch,
papercraf ts ,  and more.

We are  del ighted to  f inal ly  be relaunching our  Family Movie & Pizza
Nights  this  spr ing!  Visi t  our  websi te  a t  thomaston. l ib .me.us  for  more
detai ls .

The l ibrary par tnered with our  neighbors  a t  the Cushing Publ ic  Library to
put  on a  very successful  ser ies  of  programs in  the summer of  2022,
including presentat ions from Chewonki  and the Wild Seed Project ,  as  wel l
as  an excel lent  author  ta lk  f rom local  bestsel l ing author  Paul  Doiron!  This
par tnership worked so wel l  for  both communit ies  we are  cont inuing i t  in
2023 and have a  wonderful  s la te  of  programs planned,  including author
talks  f rom Elizabeth Garber ,  Laura Bonazzol i  and Jodi  Paloni ,  Bi l l
Roorbach,  Mac Smith,  and Barbara Ross,  as  wel l  as  a  concert  f rom
musician Marc Black.  Visi t  our  websi te  a t  thomaston. l ib .me.us  for  more
detai ls!

Of course,  we also cont inue to  offer  a  fantast ic  select ion of  pr int ,  audio,
and digi ta l  books,  as  wel l  as  movies ,  puzzles ,  science and nature
explorat ion ki ts ,  Farnsworth Museum and Coastal  Maine Botanical  Garden
passes ,  and more.

None of  this  would be possible  without  the support  of  this  incredible
community,  which we are  grateful  for  every day.  

With thanks,  

Carol ine Ward-Nesbi t
Head Librar ian

A l ibrary in  the middle  of  a  community  is  a  cross  between an emergency exi t ,  a  l i fe-raf t  and
a fes t ival .  They are cathedrals  of  the mind;  hospi tals  of  the soul;  theme parks  of  the
imaginat ion.  On a cold rainy is land,  they are the only  shel tered publ ic  spaces where you
are not  a  consumer,  but  a  c i t izen instead.  —Cait l in  Moran
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