
Last  year ,  2020,  was a  chal lenging year  for  everyone,  and the Library

was no except ion.  The COVID-19 pandemic required us  to  pivot  f rom

our usual ly  robust  s la te  of  in-person programming to  offer ing take-home

projects  for  kids  and vir tual  book clubs.  The community has  been

incredibly support ive,  however ,  and the Library is  del ighted to  report

that  c i rculat ion is  up and though 40 Days of  Summer looked much

different  than usual ,  i t  was our  most  successful  year  in  the his tory of  the

program. We provided an exci t ing and fun take-home project  as  wel l  as

two meals  to  an average of  32 kids  each day for  e ight  weeks,  for  a

whopping total  of  2 ,762 meals!  Knox County Gleaners  a lso provided

fresh,  local  produce for  us  to  dis t r ibute  to  local  famil ies  to  help fur ther

al leviate  food insecuri ty .  We are  hard at  work planning our  e ighth

annual  40 Days of  Summer for  2021 with more take-home science

experiments ,  ar t  projects ,  games,  and craf ts ,  and we also hope to  have a

few safe  outdoor  act ivi t ies  throughout  the summer.

In September ,  we had an absolutely perfect  fa l l  day for  our  outdoor

community event  and Friends of  TPL fundraiser ,  Chi l i  & Chowder ,

Books & Bakes,  and we are  planning another  outdoor  event  for  the

spring to  ra ise  funds for  40 Days of  Summer.

We were awarded a  grant  f rom The Anonimo Foundat ion in  December  to

create  addi t ional  take-and-make projects  for  kids ,  which we are  offer ing

weekly through the winter  and at  least  ear ly  spr ing.  We've also safely

resumed our  Senior  Exercise  Classes  with Sandy Bodamer from the

YMCA, avai lable  both in-person on Tuesdays and Thursdays and as  a

video recording onl ine,  and we are  a lso now offer ing a  Tai  Chi  group on

Saturdays with local  pract i t ioner  Daniel  Saucier!
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This  year  was also bi t tersweet  for  the Library as  Diane Giese,  our

beloved Head Librar ian of  s ix  years ,  announced her  re t i rement  a t  the end

of  December ,  and we celebrated her  ( in  t rue COVID-19 s tyle)  with a  car

parade through the parking lot!  We are  thankful ,  though,  that  she plans

to remain act ive with the Library as  a  member of  both the Board of

Trustees  and the Friends of  Thomaston Publ ic  Library.  The Board of

Trustees  appointed Carol ine Ward-Nesbi t  as  Head Librar ian and Melissa

Harjula  as  Assis tant  Head Librar ian,  and having these longt ime s taffers

in  their  new leadership posi t ions has  meant  a  very smooth t ransi t ion for

the Library.  

Though none of  our  book clubs have met  in  person s ince las t  March,  a l l

are  a l ive and wel l ,  wi th  thanks to  Zoom! Mystery Book Club,  Let ' s  Talk

About  I t ,  and Intergenerat ional  Book Club al l  have an act ive and s teady

at tendance.  A s i lver  l ining of  the current  c i rcumstances is  that  i t ' s  easier

for  folks  a t  home and in  other  par ts  of  the world to  par t ic ipate  in  our

programs -  one of  our  book clubs recent ly  had guests  f rom Virginia!  -

and we welcome anyone to  join.

Did you know that  for every $1 the town invests  in Thomaston Public

Library,  the community gets  $6 back in value? 

The Library offers  not  only print  books,  audiobooks,  ebooks,

and DVDs to borrow, but also a wide variety of  community

programs,  meeting room space,  public  access  computers,  tech

assistance,  research help,  and so much more!


